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REF: STATE 180215 

1. SENATOR PELL AND REPRESENTATIVES FINDLEY AND 
HECKLER, ACCOMPANIED BY PROF. JOHN LEWIS AND USLO 
ECON/COMMERCIAL OFFICER, CALLED AUGUST 6 ON HAO CHUNG- 
SHIH, PRC VICE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY, 

WHO SAID THAT HE WAS RECEIVING THEM IN THE NAME OF 
MINISTER SHA FENG, WHO WAS "OUT OF PEKING ON OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS". 

2. REP. FINDLEY DELIVERED LETTERS TO MINISTER SHA FROM 
CHAIRMAN FOLEY OF HAC. ASKING THAT GROUP FROM COMMITTEE 
VISIT CHINA; FROM SECRETARY BUTZ, EXTENDING CORDIAL 
WELCOME TO MINISTRY (SIC) TO VISIT US AND ITS FARMS; 

FROM UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AND SEVERAL ILLINOIS FARM GROUPS; 
AND FROM AMERICAN SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION, ASKING THE PRC 
ATTEND PROTEIN CONFERENCE IN MEXICO CITY. HE ALSO 
DELIVERED SAMPLES OF SOYBEAN STRAINS DEVELOPED BY UNIVERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS, AND ASKED FOR CHINESE SAMPLES IN EXCHANGE. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY REP FINDLEY, HAO SAID 

THAT, IN VIEW OF LOW YIELD OF CHINESE SOYBEANS IN MANCHURIA 
IN COMPARISON WITH WHEAT, CORN AND SORGHUM, AREA 
PLANTED IN THESE CROPS HAD BEEN 
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4. HAO SAID THAT AT PRESENT THERE ARE ABOUT 120 MILLION 
PEASANT HOUSEHOLDS IN 50,000 COMMUNES IN CHINA. HE 
SAID THT HIS MINISTRY HAD ONLY AN INDIRECT RELATION WITH 
THE COMMUNES THROUGH PROVINCIAL. DISTRICT AND HSIEN 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES, "LEVEL BY LEVEL". TO QUESTIONS 
ON THE PERCENTAGGE OF CHEMICAL FERTILIZER TO TOTAL 
FERTILIZER. THE PROPORTION OF FISH CATCH FROM THE SEA 
AND FROM PONDS, AND THE PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION (AS OPPOSED TO RURAL POPULATION), 
HAO SIMPLY SAID THAT HE DID NOT KNOW. 

5. ATMOSPHERE WAS FRIENDLY AND CORDIAL. HAO APPEARED 
BOTH INFORMED AND CONCERNED ABOUT PROBLEM OF LOW YIELD 
OF CHINESE SOYBEANS. HE SEEMED TO GENUINELY APPRECIATE 
GIFT OF ILLINOIS SAMPLES, AND SAMPLES OF FIVE CHINESE 
STRAINS WERE DELIVERED TO REP FINDLEY WITHIN 24 HOURS. 

WE BELIEVE VISITORS WERE SATISFIED WITH CALL, ALTHOUGH 
SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTED AT HAO'S INABILITY (WHICH APPEARED 
REAL) TO ANSWER SPECIFIC STATISTICAL QUESTIONS ON CHINESE 
AGRICULTURE. 

6. FULL MEMCON FOLLOWS BY CLASSIFIED POUCH. 
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